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THE KENYA NATIONAL EXAMINATIONS COUNCIL 

 

SCHOOL BASED ASSESSMENT 

ENGLISH 

SECTION A 

Grade 5 2026 

 
TEACHER’S COPY 

Task 1 and Task 2 
 

Time: 15 Minutes Per Learner  

 
Instructions to the teacher 

   

1. The teacher informs all learners that the task will be a face-to-face assessment, 

therefore, learners will be called into the assessment room when their turn comes 

(one after the other). 

2. Task 1 (Listening and Speaking) comprises Part 1 and Part 2. 

3. The learner should be given a seat facing the teacher. 

4. At the beginning of Task 1, the teacher explains the expectations of the task. 

5. The teacher asks the questions provided in Task 1 Part 1 

6. The teacher indicates the end of Task 1 Part 1 and introduces Task 1 Part 2. 

7. The teacher assesses and records the competency of each learner based on the provided 

assessment rubric. 

8. The teacher must have an assessment sheet for Task 1 for each learner. 
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TASK 1: LISTENING AND SPEAKING  

Part 1  

The teacher greets the learner. The learner responds. The teacher asks the learner to sit. 

  

The teacher tells the learner: 

 

“I will tell you something and then ask you some questions about it.” (Teacher repeats) 

 

You are in class doing Mathematics. The teacher is in class. You need a ruler to draw a 

straight line, but you do not have one. (Teacher repeats) 

Now tell me: 

1. What will you say to the teacher? (Learner responds) 

2. The teacher tells you to borrow a ruler from a friend. What will you tell your 

friend? (Learner responds) 

3. What will you tell your friend after using the ruler? (Learner responds) 

4. The teacher reminds you to bring your ruler next time. What will you say to the 

teacher? (Learner responds) 

Part 2 

The teacher tells the learner: 

“Listen carefully to the story that I am going to read, and then you will answer in English the 

questions I am going to ask you.” 

It was lunchtime. The Grade 5 learners were sitting under a big tree eating their food. 

One girl noticed a small bird on the ground near the tree. The learners gathered around 

it and watched quietly. Soon, the bell rang, and they quickly returned to their 

classroom. They found their Mathematics teacher waiting for them. (Teacher repeats) 

1. Why were the Grade 5 learners sitting under the tree? 

2. What did one girl notice? 

3. Why did the learners return to their classroom? 
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4. Who did the learners find in the classroom? 

 

TASK 2:  READING ALOUD 

 

Instructions to the teacher 

1. The teacher explains to the learner the expectations of Task 2. 

2. The learner should be provided with a copy of the passage. 

3. As the learner reads aloud, the teacher listens to the learner and times him/her for one 

minute. 

4. The teacher indicates with a stroke (/) the point where the learner reaches in the passage 

at the end of one minute. 

5. The teacher allows the learner to continue reading to the end of the passage. 

6. The teacher underlines all the words the learner could not read correctly or had difficulty 

pronouncing. 

7. The teacher indicates on the scoring guide the number of words the learner read correctly 

(total number of words read within one minute minus the words read with errors). 

8. The teacher assesses and records the competency of the learner based on the assessment 

rubric provided. 

9. The teacher must have an assessment sheet for each learner for Task 2. 

 

 

The teacher says, as he/she points at the passage: “I would like you to read this 

passage aloud”. 

 

Mohammed visited his grandmother in the village. She was preparing10 lunch while 

Mohammed played with his cousin in the compound.20 As they explored the 

surroundings, Mohammed noticed that one of30 the hens was missing. 

“Where could the hen have gone?”40Mohammed wondered.  

“Let us search around the compound,” suggested his50 cousin. They looked behind the 

house and under the trees,60 but the hen was nowhere to be seen. 

“Listen! I70 can hear a hen clucking,” Mohammed exclaimed.  
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They followed the80 sound to the vegetable garden. There, Mohammed discovered the 

hen//90 trapped between two wooden sticks. 

“Do not be frightened. I will set you free,” Mohammed said gently.  

He carefully moved the sticks apart and rescued the hen. 

“You have saved it!” his cousin exclaimed. Mohammed returned the hen to the chicken 

house. When their grandmother heard what had happened, she smiled warmly. (142 

words) 


